The Speech and Carria 
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e of STEPHEN CoLlLEDGe 


before the Caſtle at Oxford, Wedneſday, Aug. 31. 1681. 


Taken Exa&ly from his Mouth at the place of Execution. 


Mr. High-% x &. Colledge, 7: is defired, for ſatisfafion 

Sheriff. of the world, becauſe you bave profeſt 
your ſelf a Proteſtant, that you would till what Fudgment 
you are of. 


Dear People, dear Proteſtants, anJ dear Country-men, P 


Colltdge. Have been Accuſed and Convicted for 
Treaſon, the Laws Adjudge me to this 

Death, and I come hither willingly to 

ſubmir to it, I pray God forgive all 

| thoſe perſons that had any hand 1 it. [I 

do declare to you, whatever has been ſaid of me, that I 
was never a Papiſt, or ever that way inclined ; they have 
done me wrong : I was ever a Proteſtant, I was born a 
Proteſtant, I have lived fo, and fo by the grace of God I 
will dje, of the Church of England, according to the beſt 
Reformation of rhe Church from all Idolatry, from all 
Superſticion, or any thing that 1s contrary to the Goſpel 
of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. I do declare, I was 
never in any Popiſh Service, Prayers, or Devotions, in my 
life, fave one time, about tfome- ſeventeen or eightecn 
years ago, as near as I remember, F was out of a curiofj- 
ty one afternoon at St. Fames's Chappel , the Queens 
Chappel at St. Zames's ; except that one time, I never 
did hear any Popyſh Service, any thing of the Church of 
_ Maſs or Prayers, or any thing elſe, private or pub- 

ick, 

I know you expe that I ſhould fay ſomething as to 
what I die for. Tt has been charged upon me : when I 
was apprehended and brought before the Council, ſome 
of the Council, the Secretary, and my Lord Kiilingworth, 
and Mr. Seymour, they told me there was Treaſon ſworn 
againſt me z truly they ſurprized me when they ſaid (o : 
for of all things in the world,I thought my ſelf as fre from 
that as any man. TI asked them if any man living had the 
confidence to ſwear Treaſon againſt me ? They ſaid ſe- 
veral, three or four, as I remember. Then they told me, 
it was ſworn againſt me, that I had a defigne to pull che 
King out of White-hall, and to ferve him as his Father 
was ſerved, or to that purpoſe, the Loggerhead his Fa- 
ther, or that kind of language. 1 did deny it then, and 
do now deny it upon my Death. I never was in any 
manner of Plot jn my days neither one way nor another, 
never knew any ſuch pertons, nor ever had ſuch Commu- 
nication with any man hitherto. I know of no Plot in 
the world but the Popiſh Plot and that every man ma 
know as much as I. If I had had ſuch a defigne as chele 
men have ſworn againſt me, to have ſeized his Majeſty 
either at London or this piace at Oxford, I take God to 
witneſs, as I'm a dying man, and upon the terms of my 
Salvation, I know nor any one man upon the face of the 
Earth that would have ſtood by me ; and how likely it 
was that I ſhould do ſuch a thing my ſelf, let the whole 
world judge. ; 

Dagdale (wears, That I ſpoke Treaſon to him, treaſon- 
able words in che Coffee-houſe, and in the Barbers ſhop 
by the Angel, even he could not pretend to ſee me any 
where elſe 3 bur it is falſe, and a very unlikely thing, that 
I ſhould ſpeak Treaſon to him. 1 muſt confeſs T was in 
his company at the Coffee-houſe and that Barbers ſhop, 
before I went out of Town, but there could be no Com- 
munication berween us ; for he was writing at one end 
of the room and cating a piece of bread, and TI lighted a 
Pipe of Tobacco at the other end, and took it, till Sir Tho. 

Player and Sir Rob. Clayton came to me, and we went to 
my Lord Lovelace's out of Town that night: fo when 
came we took horle and went out of Town with the 


For m part, T can't ſum vp my Witneſſes, I was un- 
der moſt ange Circumſtances as ever any man was z 
1 was kept Priſoner fo cloſe 1n the Tower, that I could 
have no Converſation with any, though I was certain the 
Popiſh Lords had it everyday there, but I could have none: 
Icould nor tell the Witneſſes that were to ſwear againſt 
me 3 I could not tell what it was they ſwore againſt me, 
for I could have no Copy of the Indi&meut, nor no way 
poſſible to make any preparation? to make my Defence, 


as I ought to have done, and might have done by Law. 


I had noliberty ro do any thing, as I am a dying man. 

And as to what Dugdal?, Smith, Turberuilz, and Heyns 
ſwore againſt me, they did fear ſuch Treaſon, that no- 
tiung but a mad man would ever have truſted any body 
with, and leaſt of all to Papiſts z every one of them taat 
had been concerned with Flors and Treafons among 
the!r own Party, and under the greateſt Tycs and Obliga- 
tions of Damnacton, and to be Sainted if they kept it te- 
cret, and to be damned if they revealed it. If thete men 
will not keep things (ecrer for their own Party,how could 
I truſt them? I cake God ro witneſs, and do freely ac- 
knowledge, I have ſought my God with Tears (everal 
tumes, to inform me if to be I had with any word tran(- 
greiſed at any time. I knew not of any part of what 
they ſwore againſt me, til! ſuch rime as I heard it ſwore a- 
gainſt me ar the Bar. This 1s very hard, Gentlemen, but 
this 15 the Truth. | 

And there be a great many other ſtrange Reports that 
I have heard ſince I have becn a Prifoner, That I thould 
be a means to convert the Counteſs of Roche;ter, by bring- 
ing one Thompſon a Prieſt ro her. Truly all that I was 
concerned 1n was, ſome fafreen or fixteen years ago I 
ladged at Col. Vernon's char married the Lady By ob+s 2 
The Family were Papiſts, the Broobes were Papiits, and 
there was this Tyampſon 3 and I did iuppolc him a Pricft 
1n rhe houle, though I never ſaw him at Popith Service of 
Worſhip, though I was there halt a year 3 but coming 
afterwards to my Lord Roche{tcr's about tome butineſs I 
had to do for hint and ſeveral orher perions of Qualiiy, 
he ſent for me one afrernoon from the Partonage 1n 4- 
derbury to his houſe, and his Lady and he ſtood rogerher ; 
He ſent to me and asked me 1t my Horie were at home ; 
ſaid he, I would have you carry this Letter to Mr Thom- 
pſon, 1f you are ar leiſure this afternoon : My Lord, I am 
at lci(vre to ſcrve you. So I took a Letter from his 
hand, and his Lady's too,as I remember(he made an offer 
that way), ſcaled with his owr veal, and carried 1t to 
Thomp(om,and delivered it to him ; and he told me that 
he would wait upon my Lord, for 1t was for ſome Lands 
wy Lord did offer to raiſe money for ſome occafions, 

1s 1s the Truth of that Scandal. 

Ir 1s ſaid, that I had a Prieſt ſeveral years in my houſe, 
viz, Serj: ant that came over from Holland to diicover:a- 
bout ſome ten years ago, that very fame man came to me, 
but was a ſtranger to me,ard he came to me by the name 
of Dr. Smith a Phyſician ;, and there was an Apothecary 
in the 01d-baily, and a Linnen-draper within Lu4gate, 
that came with him : they brought him thirher and took 
a Chamber, and lay abour half a year or three quarters, at 
times, by the name of Dr. Smith, and as @ Phyſician. 
This 1s the Truth of that, and no otherwite. Thus 1s the 
Entertainment of $Serjeant. 

So the occafion of my coming to Oxford, I do ſay, was 
yoluntary. The Parliament-men laſt Parizament at Weſt- 
minſter, and ſeveral Lords, dined together the day before 
they far; the laſt Seiſions of Parliament at Weſtminſter 
ny ſent for me to the Sun-Tavern behind the Exchange; 

when I came,the Puke of Monmouth and (everal Lords 
were together , and I believe above a hundred Parlia- 
ment-men of the Commons. The Duke of Monmoath 
called me to him, and told me he had heard a good Re- 
port of me, and that I was an honeſt man, and one that 
may be truſted ; and they did not know bur their Ene- 
mies the Papiſts might have ſome defigne to (crve them 
as they did in King Zames his time, by Gun-powder, or 
any ways : And the Duke with ſeveral Lords and 
Commons, did defire me to uſe my utmoſt $kill in ſear- 
ching all places ſuſpe&ted by them ; which I did perform : 
And from thence TI had, as I think, the popular name of 
the Proteſtant Foyner, becauſe they had 1ntruſted me be- 
fore any man in England to do that Office, ; 

The ſame Haynes, one of them that ſwore againſt me, 
had diſcovered to me and ſeveral others, as to _ 
mar and his Brother, and thus Ivy, who are now all of a- 
nother ſtamp, That the Parliament was to be deſtroyed ar 
Oxford ; and that - there was a deſigne ro murther my 
Lord Shaftsbury by Fitzgerald and his Party z and that 
they did endeavour to bring Mack 'amar oves to him,and 

7 


HARVARD COLLEGE LiBnu 
JUNE 13, 1916 
+ 4UM SPECIAL GIFTSAND FUNDS 


"IO BILAPSIDES 


faid, Then it would be well with him ; and they would 
not be long before they had Shaftsbury's life. And he 
made Depoſitions of this to Sir Geo. Treby, as I heard af- 
terwards ; for I was not with him when 1t was ſworn. 1 
wiſh the Commons of Englana as well as I wiſh ny own 
heart ; and I did not underſtand, but when I ſerved the 
Parliament, I ſerved his Majeſty roo 3 and let them be 
miſerable that make the Difference between them : for 
my part I never did. 

I came to Oxſord with my Lord Howard, whom I look 
upon to be a very honeſt worthy Gentleman, my Lord 
Clare, my Lord Paget, and my Lord Huntingdon 3 and 
this Capt. Brown and Don Lewis were 1n my company, 
and came along with us as they were my Lord Howard's 
Frierds. Brown IT have known I believe two or three 
months, but Lewis I never faw before that day ; they ſaid 
they came with my Lord Howard. I take God to wit- 
neſs, I never had one ſixpence or any thing elſe, to carry 
on any defigne; and if it were to fave my life now, I 
can't charge any man in the world with any defigne a- 

inſt the Government, as God is my witneſs, or againft 

1s Majeſty, or any other perſon. 

As for what Arms I had, and what Arms others had, 
they were for our own defence, in caſe the Papiſts ſhould 
make any Attempt upon us , of Maſſacre, or any In- 
vaſion or Rebellion, that we ſhould be ready to defend our 
ſelves. God is my witneſs this is all I know : 1f this be a 
Plot, thus I was in ; but in no other, Bur never knew of 
any numbers, or times appoinred for meeting; but we 
aid one to another, That the Papiſts had a defigne againſt 
the Proteſtants, when we did meet, as I was a man of 
general Converſation ; and in caſe they ſhould riſe, we 
were ready : but then they ſhould begin the Attempr up- 
on us. This was my buſineſs, and is the buſineſs of every 
good Subje& that loves the Laws of his Country and his 
King : For England can never hope to be happy under 
thoſe Bloud-rhirſty men, whoſe Religion 1s Bloud and 
Murder ; which I do with all my Sonl, and did ever 
ſince I knew what Religion was, abhor and deteſt, viz, the 
Church of Rome, as pernitious and deſtrutive to humane 
Secieties and all Government. 

T beſeech God, that every man of you may unite toge- 
ther as Proteſtants againſt this common Foe. Gentlemen, 
It is my ſence, and T do in that believe I am as certainly 
murdered by the hands of the Papiſts, as Sir Edmnndbury 
Godfrey himſelf was, though the thing is not ſeen. Theſe 
Witneſſes certainly are Mercenary men , and I beſeech 
God Almighty to have mercy upon their Souls, and for- 
give them; and either by his Judgments or Mercies re- 
claim them, that they ſhed no more Innocent Bloud : 
There js not a man of them that I know of, that ever 
heard me ſay or do any bir of Treaſon in my life. This 
1s ( the firſt I man'tſay it is ) but almoſt the rwentieth 
Sham-Plot that they have endeavoured to put upon the 
Nartion,to delude the People,and put off their own dam- 
nable Plot. This 15 not the firſt, but I think ſixteenth or 
ſeventeenth ; I pray God that my Bloud may be the laſt. 
I pray God defend every mans Bloud, and all Proteſtants 
in England, from. the hand of theſe bloudy Papiſts, by 
whoſe means Idie this Death ; and if they ſhall go on 1n 
this nature, I hope the good God will open every mans 
Eyes to ſee it before he feels it : And I beſeech you, if 
you have any love for your King, your Country , and the 
Proteſtants, unite together, if you are Proteſtants. I pray 
God, thoſe that deſerve the name, let them be called oy 
they will, either Diſſenters or Church of England men, 
that they may unite together like men, like Chriſtians, 
againſt the common Foe, who will ſpare neither the one 
fide nor the other, bur beat you one againſt another like 
rwo Fitchers, the laſt thar ſtands they will certainly de- 

ſtroy if they can. This 1s my ſence, and God 15 my wit- 
neſs, F ſpeak my Conſcience. I do not know, Mr.Sherift, 
whether there be any thing elſe I have to ſay,or no, We 
have a good Godzand I beſceclt every man that hears me 
this day(for we live in a finful Age, good Peopleand it 
behoveth every one of you, 1t cannot be long before all 
that look upon me in this condition, muſt le down in 
the Duſt, and God knows, muſt come into an eternal e- 
ſtare either for Mercy or Judgment.) I beſeech you in 
the Name of God, he 1s a Ged of Mercy, and a of 
Patience, and long ſuffering, that you would break off 
your fins by Repentance, and ferve a good God , who 
muſt be your friend at laſt, or elſe you are loſt to Eter- 
wty. 
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O Lard, how un.rateful wretches are we, that have a God of . 
flich infinite Mercy and goodnefs, thit affords us our Life, our 
Health, and a thouſind Mercies every day; and we like ungrate- 
ful People, nor deſerving the name of Men or Chriſtians, live ri- 
otcus lives, in Dcbauchery and Swearing, in Malice, and the Lord 
knows how many Evils. I beſeech God that I may be this day a 
means in the hand of God to bring ſome of their Souls over to him. 
I beſeech you, remember what I ſay. Indeed I go not know, I 
have been fs ſtrangely uſed fince I have been a Priſoner, what to 
ſay, being brought from one AtfiQion to another, that my Body is 
worn out, and my Memory and IntelleQts have failed me much, to 
what they were 3, I can't remember what I have to lay more, but 
thit the Lord Jeſus Chriſt would bleſs my Country, and preſerve 
it from Popery 3 and in mercy bleſs his Majeſty : good God be 
merciful ro him, make him an Inſtrument in thy hands to defend 
his Proteſtant SubjeGs 3 Lord, in mercy defend him from his Ene- 
mies; good God blebs this People z good Lord continue the G9- 
ſpel of Jeſus Chrift, thy Goſpel, in irs purity, to us and our Poſte- 
rity, as long as tis Sun and Moon endureth. O Lord, fave all 
that call upon thee 3 be merciful to all t!'y Servants, all thy Pco- 
p'e that pur their Truſt in thee, good Lord deliver them from the 
hands of their Enemiesz good Lord, let their Lives, and pes, 
an Souls, be all precious in thy Gght. O merciful God, put a 
ſtop ro theſe moſt wicked Conſpiracies of thy Enemies and the 
Nations Enemies, the Papiſtsz let no more Proteſtant Bloud be 
ſhed but this of mine, I beſeech thee, O my God. © Lord, look 
upon me 3 © Lord, bleſs me 3 O good God, receive me into thy 
blefſ.d preſence by Jeſus Chriſt my alone Saviour and Redeemer, 
in whom alone I gut my truſt for Salvation : It is thee, O God, 
that | truſt ia, ri5u righteous Judge of Heaven and Earth, All 
Pope: y, all Pardons, all Popes and Prieſts, all Diſpenſations,l diC- 
own, and will not go out of the world with a Lye in my mouth. 
From thelinceriry of my heart, I declare again, that what I've aid 
to you, is the very ſentiments of my Soul, as God ſhall have mer- 
cy upon me, and to the beſt of my knowledge. 

I So the Prayers of you, good People, while I am here : And 
once more I beſeech you to think upon Eternity, every one of you 
that hear me this day 3 the Lord tura your Hearts and Souls, if you 
have been wicked liversz if you do live wicked lives, the Lord in 
mercy convert you, and ſhew you your danger: for 1 as little 
ti:ought to come to this, as any man that hears me this day 3 and I 
bleſs God, I have no more deſerved it from the hands of men, than 
the Child that ſucks at his Mothers breaſt, I bleſs my God for ir. 
I doſay , I have beena finner againſt my God, and he hath lear- 
ned me Grace ever ſince I have been a Priſoner. I bleſs my God 
for a Priſon ; I bleſs my God for AfﬀiRions ; I bleſs my God that 
ever I was reſtrain'd: for I never knew my ſelf till he had taken 
me our of theWorld. Therefore you that have your iberties,time, 
and precious opportunities, be up, and be doing for God and 
for your Souls, every one of you. 

To is Son, Where is my dear Child ? 

Mr. Sheriff. 1 made one Kequeſt to you, you gave me an imperfe# 
Anſwer; you ſaid you were of the beſt Reformed Church in the world, 
the Church of England, according to ike bejt Reformation in the 
world, 1 deſire you, for the ſatisfaction of the wo 14, to declare what 
Cburch that is, whether Presbyterian, or Independant, or the Church 
of England, or what, 

Colledgr, Good Mr. Sheriff, for your ſatisfaQtion, for 20 years 
and above I was under the Presbyterian Miniſtry, till his Majeſties 
Reſtauration 3 then I was conformable to the Church of England, 
when that was reſtored, and ſo continued rill ſuch time as I @w 
Perſecution upon the Diſſentiog People, and undue things done in 
their Meeting-places 3 then I went among them to know what kind 
of people thoſe were, and I take God to witneſs, fince that time I 
have uſed their Mectings, viz. the Presbyterians , cthers very ſel- 
dom, and the Church of England I did hear Dr. TiVotſon not a« 
bove three weeks before I was taken. I heard the Church of Eng- 
land as frequently as I heard the Difſenters 3 and never had any 
prejudice, God is my witneſs, againſt either, but always heartily 
deſired that they might unite, and be Lovers and Friends,and I had 
no prejudice againſt any man ; and truly I am afraid that it is not 

for the Nations goed, that there ſhouid be ſuch Heart-burnings be- 
tween them : That ſome of the Church of England will preach, 
that the Presbyreriansare worſe than the Papiſts. God doth know 
that what I ſay, I ſpeak freely from my heart,] have found many a- 
mong them truly ſerving God, and fo I have of all the reſt that 
have come into my company 3 men without any manner of deſign 
but to ſerve God, ſerve his Majeſty, and keep their Liberties and 
Properties 3 men that I am certain are not of vicious lives : I found 
nn — or thoſe kind of people amongſt them, or at leaft few 
of them. 

To his Son,Kiſſing bim ſeveral times with great paſſion, Dear Chil 
Farewel, the Lord have mercy upon my rl pee LO 
have your Prayers to God Almighty to receive my Soul. 

Ang *ben be prayed : And as ſoon as he ha4done, ſpake a followeth, 

The Lord have mercy upon my Enemies,and I beſcech you,good 
people, whoever you are, and the whole world that I bave offcn- 
ded,to forgive me; whomever I have offended in word or deed, £ 
ask every mans pardon,and I forgive the world withall my (ovl,all 
the injuries I have received ; and I beſeech God Almighty forgive 
thoſe poor Wretches who have caſt away their ſouls, or at leaſt en- 
dangered them, to raine this body of mine: I beſcech God that 
= may have a ſight of their (ins, and that they may find mercy at 
his hands : Let my Bloud ſpeak the Juſtice of my Cauſe. - 

I have done : and God have mercy upon you all, 

To Mr. Cr:f#hwait, Pray, Sir, my Service to Dr. Hal, and Dr, 
Reynal', and thank thera for all their kindneſſes to me; 1 thank 
you, Sir, for your kindneſs : The Lord bleſs you all. Mr, Sheri#, 
God be with you: God be with you all, good people. : 

The Execuzoner, Ketch, ceforcd his pardon 5 and be ſaid, 1] da 
forgive you. The Lord have mercy on my Soul, 


I68r. 


